
History of Epiphany Parish, Sayre Pennsylvania!

     When Father John Costello was made Pastor of Holy Ghost Church at Athens in 
1875, I don’t think he had any idea how much his parish would grow and expand 
during his 24 year stay in the “Valley.” Holy Ghost Parish included all of Athens 
Township. What is Sayre today was then Pine Plains, a section of the township, and 
what became South Waverly was Athens Township. The parish also included 
Ridgebury and Windham. Father Costello was 28 years old as he began his fruitful 
success here. 
      In 1878 Sayre became the division headquarters for the Lehigh Valley Railroad. 
Two years later, the population stood at 800. The repair facility for the Lehigh continued 
to grow and by 1890 the population had grown to 3,200. With this growth came many 
immigrants from Ireland, Italy and Eastern Europe, many of them having strong ties to 
the Roman Catholic faith. And so begins the history of Epiphany Parish in Sayre. 

     On Sunday May 12, 1888 Father John J. Costello, 
pastor of Holy Ghost Parish in Athens, met with his 
growing congregation in Sayre at the school house. It 
was decided to break ground for a new church in Sayre. 
H. J. Baldwin, of Waverly was hired as the contractor 
and work on the new church began. Construction 
seemed to move along rapidly. Three churches were 
being built in Sayre in 1888, Epiphany, Church of the 
Redeemer, and the Baptist Church. 

     The corner-stone for the new church was laid on 
Sunday August 19, 1888. The following is an account 
from the “Athens Gazette” that tells of the ceremony: 
“The cornerstone of the new Catholic Church, on Elmer 
Avenue was laid with imposing ceremonies at 3:30 
o’clock Sunday afternoon. The sermon was preached 
by Bishop O’Hara of the Diocese of Scranton. He was 
assisted in the ceremony by Fathers Kelly of Towanda, 
Walsh of Scranton and Costello of Athens. 

     The bishop and accompanying clergy were met at the entrance to Sayre by the 
Waverly and Athens temperance societies headed by the R. A. Packer band, and 
marched to the site of the new church. The new edifice will be very handsome and built 
of wood entirely, with a seating capacity of between five and six hundred. The day was 



perfect for the occasion and great crowds of people flocked to town to witness the 
ceremony. 

     At the conclusion of the exercises the band adjourned to the pagoda, in the park, 
where one of the most classical of scared concerts was discoursed with fine effect.” 

     On Sunday morning October 24, 1889 Father Costello gave a statement of the 
financial condition of the new Catholic Church. He announced that the church cost 
$10,255 and that the amount collected was $8,755 leaving a debt of $1,500. 

     The first Baptism in the new church was Arthur Champion who was born August 27, 
1889 and baptized on September 15, 1889. He was the son of Arthur and Catherine 
Leary Champion.  

On October 20, 1888 a news item stated that the new Catholic Church is well under 
way and should be ready for dedication in December. The building is located on Elmer 
Avenue (The Midtown Apartments now stand on the former church property,) a 
prominent section of the young city, and is supposed to have a capacity sufficient for 
the next ten years of growth. 

     Sometime between October and November 
of 1888 Father Costello found a need to raise 
more money for the completion of the church. An 
Athens Gazette article dated November 3, 1888 
stated the following: “We find great activity 
prevailing among our Catholic fellow citizens 
who are preparing a fair, which is to be held 
during the Christmas holidays, in Sayre, for the 
benefit of the new church in this place. 

     The building from an architectural point of 
view, is such a fine addition to the town that all 
classes are interested in seeing it brought to a 
speedy and successful completion. Though 
somewhat beyond the capacity, both to size and 
cost, at present, the Catholic inhabitants of this 
place so generous has been their contributions, 
and so material the aid they have received from 
their co-religionists in Athens, Ridgebury and 

South Waverly, that there is no reason to hope that when their fair is over, the enterprise 
will be found to rest on a satisfactory financial basis. Until this is attained, we 
understand from Father Costello, that the church will not be opened for religious 



services. The lust of finishing which is one of our national peculiarities, will not be 
permitted to subject the church to a load of debt, under which it would reel and 
stagger for a number of years.” Another article from the Athens Gazette dated 
November 17, 1888 announced that the fair was cancelled until spring. 

     In January of 1889 it was announced in a local paper that the new Catholic Church 
is nearly completed and is one of the finest structures in this section. 

     On May 2, 1889 the large stained glass windows which were presented to the new 
Catholic Church were put in. The following is a list of the donors: Rev. James 
Cummiskey, Rev. John Costello, Rev. C. F. Kelly, Rev. E. A. Garvey, Rev. Richard Drake, 
Rev. M. J. Lynott, Rev. T. J.Comerford and Rev. E. J. Melley, there is also a handsome 
window in memory of Jerome Driscoll, presented by Mary A. Driscoll. The large front 
window was contributed by the Temperance Societies of Sayre, Athens and Ridgebury. 
The stained glass windows were purchased from the firm of Redding and Baird & Co., 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

     The Catholic Fair opened on May 8, 1889 in the unfinished church building and 
Hazel Kirke performed at the Elsbree Opera House in Athens on May 16, 1889 to 
benefit the new Catholic Church in Sayre. 

     The fair must have met the financial requirements set by Father Costello as the 
Church of the Epiphany was dedicated on Sunday September 15, 1889 with a very 
large attendance.. 

      On Sunday morning October 24, 1889 Father Costello gave a statement of the 
financial condition of the new Catholic Church. He announced that the church cost 
$10,255 and that the amount collected was $8,755 leaving a debt of $1,500. 

     The first Baptism in the new church was Arthur Champion who was born August 27, 
1889 and baptized on September 15, 1889. He was the son of Arthur and Catherine 
Leary Champion.  

     In 1890-91 the Epiphany Rectory was built at 208 North Elmer Avenue just south of 
the church. This building was used as a residence for the pastor and his assistants 
until 1929 when the Sisters Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary made it their 
convent. The first rectory is still used as a home today having been most recently the 
home of the late David and Helen Welch Shaw and their nine children. 

     According to the parish registry from Holy Ghost Church, Epiphany in Sayre and St. 
John the Evangelist churches in South Waverly were split from Holy Ghost parish on 
January 18, 1891 (just 8 days before the Borough of Sayre was carved from Athens 
Township). Father John Costello was named pastor of Epiphany Parish and the mission 



St. John’s in South Waverly. Epiphany began with 65 families and growth for the parish 
was slow until 1891 when the Lehigh Valley Railroad greatly expanded.  

     Father Costello remained at Epiphany until 1899 when he was transferred to 
Annunciation parish in Williamsport. He was well liked in the Valley and was one of the 
original trustees of the Robert Packer Hospital when it was founded in 1885. 

     On March 16, 1899 Father James Leo Shanley was named pastor of Epiphany 
Parish. Upon his arrival in Sayre he was faced with a church building that was too small 
for his continually growing congregation. The population of Sayre in 1910 was 6,476 
and by 1920 it reached an all time high of 8,078. The congregation of Epiphany Parish 
had outgrown the church on North Elmer Avenue. On October 9, 1916 an article 
appeared in the Evening Times that stated (the B. F. McKinney property 304 South 

Elmer Avenue and the adjoining 
property of L.L. Carmen 302 South 
Elmer Avenue had been sold to Catholic 
Congregation of Sayre which created a 
lot 150 feet by 150 feet and one of the 
most desirable locations in the 
borough . The making of plans for a 
new church building has been in the 
hands of an architect for some time.) 

     On Sunday August 19, 1917, Rt. Rev. 
M. J. Hoban, D.D., Bishop of Scranton 
laid the cornerstone of the new Church 
of the Epiphany in Sayre.  The Catholic 
Light of August 23, 1917 stated “The 
members of Epiphany congregation 
Sayre, Rev. J. L. Shanley, pastor, are to 
have a temple worthy of their growth in 
numbers and influence.”  The Catholic 
Light further stated “Rev. James L. 
Shanley, pastor at Sayre is proud of the 
progress made by the parish as 
represented in the new church which is 
three blocks south of the old church... 
The new church being at Elmer Avenue 

and Hayden Street on a tract of ground 135 feet wide by 280 feet in depth. On this site 
is a two-story, frame, eight-room house that the congregation intends to remodel and 
renovate after which it will be used as the parochial residence. 



     John J. Howley of Scranton is the architect and the contractor is John L. Shea of 
Sayre, a member of the Epiphany congregation. The foundations of the church are in 
place already for the super structure, and when completed the basement of the church 
twelve feet high, will be used for parish purposes. Above the grade the walls for a 
height of four feet and six inches are of Meshoppen Blue Stone, surmounted by 
Indiana limestone, these latter blocks being sixteen inches in height. The church walls 
are to be of brick, buff in color, rough in texture and the window heads, copings and 
buttresses are to be of Indiana limestone. The side walls will be twenty eight feet high 
the center of the nave to be thirty four feet above the floor. Slate will be the roof 
covering. 

     The design of the building, as shown in the foundations, provides for five entrances, 
three in front, one of which will be a tower entrance, the tower to be used for the 
mechanism of the pipe organ and used as a belfry. Two side entrances are also 
provided for and Father Shanley stated that these would open into vestibules, from 
which entrance could be gained to sacristy and church. 

     Iron bases in evidence 
indicate that the church is to 
be Gothic in design and that 
the roof is to be supported on 
ten columns, five on either 
side, the dimensions being 
sixty-four by one hundred and 
thirty feet. Unlike most 
diocesan churches, the new 
Sayre church will have two 
transepts, one to the 
sanctuary and one at the rear 
of the church, these transepts 
extending beyond the side 
walls of the church, a 

distance of four feet, and the transepts being thirty-two feet in length. Seating capacity 
is provided for eight hundred and fifty not including the gallery and choir loft, which will 
provide seats for an additional hundred persons. The size of the new edifice indicates 
that the future growth of the parish is provided for. 

     In the matter of cost, also, Father Shanley is of the opinion that he has been very 
fortunate because the net cost, not including the interior finish, will be $34,000. He 
estimates that the competed church, to include plumbing, heating, lighting and hard 
wood finish, will be in the neighborhood of $50,000, a very modest figure in these days 



of abnormally high prices. 

    Work was begun on the building this year and Mr. Howley, the architect, stated that 
the structure would be under roof by December 1.” 

     It took two years to complete the new church and on Sunday October 26, 1919 the 
magnificent structure was dedicated. According to the Elmira Advertiser Monday 
October 27, 1919, Sayre New Church is put in service. The new Church of the 
Epiphany was dedicated this morning with impressive ceremonies. The Right Reverend 
M. J. Hoban, D. D. Bishop of Scranton presided at the dedicatory services. Solemn 
High Mass was celebrated by the Rev. James F. Gilloegly (a former assistant pastor at 
Epiphany), of Williamsport, assisted by the Rev. Eugene Canfield of White Ferry, who 
acted as deacon; the Rev. Joseph Gagian of Towanda sub deacon and the Rev. 
Andrew J. Brennan, D.D. of Scranton who was Master of Ceremonies. The sermon was 
delivered by the Rev. J. J. O’Donnell, of Inkerman. Mattfields Mass was sung by the 
church choir under the leadership of H. H. Kinney of Waverly.  310 children were 
confirmed and the sacrament administered at the hands of Bishop Hogan. 

     The windows of the church are from the Munich Studio Company of Chicago and 
each is a work of rare art. The large window in the choir loft, representing Saint Cecilia, 
was given by two ladies’ societies of the church, The L.C.B. A. and the Daughters of 
Isabella. The large window scene depicting the Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
over the Main Altar was given by the Sayre Knights of Columbus. The memorial side 
windows were the gifts of Mrs. John Nash, Mrs. Michael McCabe, Mr. and Mrs. 
Stephen O’Neil, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Touhy, Mr. and Mrs. John Galligan, the Misses 
McCauley, William O’Hern, the Reverend J. B. Feeley and Miss Margaret Shanley. The 
small windows in front were given by James M. Daly and the original sanctuary lamp 
by Mr. and Mrs. Stephen O’Neil. In the original structure the pillars ad wainscoting were 
of scagliola work and the pews and altar railing were finished in golden oak (the choir 
loft is furnished with pews from 1919 and some still have the white porcelain seat 
number on the exterior). The organ loft was exceptionally wide permitting the placing of 
the pipe organ from the old church in such a way that the window of St. Cecilia was not 
obstructed and the pipes were visible. The statues from the old church were 
redecorated and used with other new ones that were dedicated. 

    The final cost of the new Church of the Epiphany was $75,000. 



     I visited with Carmella “Molly” 
Cacchione of Sayre recently. Molly is 
101 years old and was present for the 
dedication in 1919.She was then 7 years 
old and has a clear memory of the new 
church. Molly said that the church was 
not completed as we know it today. 
There were just the plaster walls and the 
pillars. All of the ornamental plaster 
such as the cherubs and trim on the 
arches and ceiling were added later. 
Molly remembers sitting on benches as 
the pews were not installed yet. Molly 
also stated that the house next to the 
church that was torn down in 1928 to 
build the present rectory was never 
used as a rectory. Molly said it was 
rented to a family for years. I checked 
the Sayre, Athens and Waverly 
directories at the Spalding Library in 
Athens and Molly is correct . In May of 
1928 Father James Houlihan is listed as 
living at 208 North Elmer Avenue looking 
back through the years, 208 N. Elmer is 

the address of the pastor. Molly also stated that the altar was brought down to the new 
church from the old church and that that altar was used continually until the renovation 
of 1971. In her conversation Molly spoke of the hard times of that period. She said 
there was a war going on, laborers and money were short. 

     Father Shanley died in Sayre on December 13, 1922. He was remembered in his 
obituary for his acts of charitable work which were accomplished in a manner so quiet 
and unassuming. Father Shanley was active in the Sayre Knights of Columbus, 
founded during his pastorate in 1916. He had received the Fourth Degree of the 
Council. He was also active in the Sayre Rotary Club. The seating capacity of Epiphany 
Church was insufficient to accommodate the many friends and parishioners of Father 
Shanley who came to pay final tribute to the man who for 24 years guided the destinies 
of Epiphany Parish; and many of the mourners were forced into the antechamber 
opening into the nave. Father Shanley is buried in Epiphany Cemetery. 

      On December 22, 1922, Father James Houlihan was appointed pastor. Father 



Houlihan who was ordained in 1905 spent a few years serving as a curate in Scranton 
Diocese and then entered the U. S Army as Chaplain , serving for 14 years. He first 
served in Hawaii as Chaplain of the 12th field artillery and in the First World War as 
Chaplain of the 12th field artillery, second division of the American Field Expedition 
Force. He also served with various army units in the United States. He was retired from 
the Army with the rank of major in 1922. In his 19 years at Epiphany his 
accomplishments were monumental. 

     One of the first accomplishments of Father Houlihan 
was in 1924 when the old church on North Elmer 
Avenue was remodeled for a Parish Hall, Club Room 
and General Parish Center. Improvements to the 
building a new porch at the front of the building that 
was ten feet wide and extended across the building for 
a distance of 32 feet, it had steps in front and at each 
end and was well designed. On each post at the front is 
a pendant electric light and other lights have been 
placed on the front of the building proper.  

     At the entrance is a very commodious check room 
with a capacity of 350 hats and coats. The main 

auditorium, the floor of which measures eighty by forty-two feet has been improved with 
a fine new maple floor, making one of the finest dance floors in the vicinity. The ceilings 
are high and the side walls and ceiling have been tastefully decorated. A mezzanine 
balcony has been erected at the street end of the auditorium and this will be used by 
the orchestra whenever one is engaged at the building. A commodious restroom has 
been provided for the use of the ladies. 

     The front entrance is wide and the doors are of double swing type and the same is 
true of the rear exit. In fact, the whole building has been thoroughly inspected by state 
officials and pronounced correct in every way and in full conformance with state law. 

     The basement of the building has also undergone a complete renovation. The main 
room will constitute a club room, gymnasium and dining hall for the boys of Epiphany 
Parish. In addition to the large floor ample shower baths have been installed and hot 
water is supplied by a large instantaneous water heater. The basement is well lighted 
and ventilated and a much improved and enlarged side entrance has been 
constructed with new concrete side walk leading to it from the street. It is also 
connected with the hall above.  

     A bazaar was held by the parish to pay for the renovation project the general 
officers being: Mrs. M.H. McCabe, chairman; Miss Margaret O’Donovan, secretary; 



and William Moon, treasurer. Contests, Miss Catherine Crowley, secretary and 
treasurer, parish organizations that participated were: The Catholic Daughters of 
America, The Knights of Columbus, Blessed Virgin Sodality and the Catholic Young 
Men. 

     Father Houlihan made great improvements to Epiphany Cemetery. The roads were 
laid out and the cemetery graded the cemetery was placed in fine shape and was 
considered one of the beauty spots of Sayre. 

    

!  
Another outstanding achievement accomplished under the guidance of Father 
Houlihan was the decoration of the interior of the Epiphany Church. Molly Cacchione 
has expressed in her description of the new church of 1919 the interior decorations 
came later. Some parishioners refer to the cherubs that rest atop the ten pillars as 
‘’Father Houlihan’s Cherubs.” 

     In 1928 Father Houlihan received permission from Bishop O’Reilly to open a school 
in Epiphany Parish. He had a new rectory built at 304 South Elmer Avenue so that the 
old rectory could be converted to a convent for the teaching sisters. He had the old 
church fitted with classrooms and made everything ready for a school. Father Houlihan 
contacted the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary and made the following request: 



     Dear Sister Casmir: 

    Bishop O’Reilly has approved a six grade school and he also gave me permission to 
have the Immaculate Heart Sisters. The school will open in September of 1929…I will 
have a fine place for the nuns in the way of a school and convent. I also promise that 
my people will work well with the Sisters and that we will have a fine school. 

!
Evening Times August 28, 1929 

Sisters take up Residence in Sayre; Open School September 8 

     The old parochial residence of the Church of the Epiphany which was vacated by 
the new one on South Elmer Avenue was taken over yesterday by five Sisters of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary as a convent. The sisters are from Marywood College of 
Scranton and were accompanied to Sayre by the supervisor of schools of the Diocese 
of Scranton. 

     The Mother Superior and the Sisters are preparing for the opening of the old church 
as a parochial school next week. Workmen have been engaged all summer remodeling 
the structure and have it arranged for eight grades. There will be two grades for each 
teacher. Prospective pupils will report for registration at the office of the Mother 
Superior in the school building on Tuesday, September 3rd. 

     The sisters were greatly delighted at the reception they received from the 
parishioners in Sayre and were busy all day with callers who extended them a warm 



welcome into the parish. 

     In addition to teaching in the school the sisters will also give private music lessons 
to any of the children of Sayre who care to receive such instructions. 

     According to the History of Epiphany written for the 100th Anniversary in 1988 the 
first faculty consisted of Sister Mary Andrew, Superior and Principal, Sister Devota 
Walsh, Sister Dominic Foley, Sister Clement Shermanson and Sister Benigna Ball. 

     There were 148 students in that first year. In 1931, the seventh grade was added 
and in 1932 the eighth. In 1932, the first class of twenty-one students graduated. 

      Just a month after the opening of Epiphany School our country was hit by the 
collapse of Wall Street and the beginning of the Great Depression. Father Houlihan was 
faced with many worries the situation was tragic in 1932. In a letter to the Monsignor 
Martin J. O’Connor, Father James Houlihan described the malaise well on October 29 
of the latter year: 

     “It has been estimated that the average income for our people at Sayre is about $8 
a week and as a result the Catholics here have not been able to give their usual 
subscriptions to the church.”  

Ten weeks later, January 10, 1933, he explained further the financial dilemma 
confronting him in his attempt to keep the parish solvent: 

   “There has been a sharp drop in our income and many people have left Sayre to 
seek work elsewhere. We have some 500 contributors and in most cases these people 
have cut their offerings in two.” 

     In 1935 the most outstanding event in the history of the parish at that point was the 
Diocesan Eucharistic Congress which was held on Tuesday May 28, 1935.The parish 
and town were hosts to the Most Reverend Thomas C. O’Reilly, D.D., a score of 
Monsignori, 350 Priests and approximately 20,000 people who journeyed to Sayre to 
honor and worship Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in the Most Blessed Sacrament. A 
Solemn High Mass was celebrated by Bishop O’Reilly, D.D. Rev. Maurice A. Hughes; a 
former assistant pastor preached the sermon. In the afternoon a Solemn procession of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament proceeded from Epiphany Church through the city streets 
to the Howard Elmer Park where Solemn Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament was 
given. The Sayre Evening Times recommended that all Stores in Sayre close during the 
afternoon procession and benediction. 

      Epiphany Parish had a solemn celebration for the Golden Jubilee of the parish in 
1938.  Confirmation was held in June of that year for 69 children and 16 adults. On 
October 23, a Solemn High Mass was sung with Father Houlihan as celebrant. A two 



week mission the first week for women, the second for men, was conducted around the 
anniversary celebration. “What has this church meant to the people of Sayre?” Rev. 
Joseph Turner, C.S.S.R., asked the congregation at the Golden Jubilee Mass. 

     “This church, during fifty years has meant ‘Mother’,” Father Turner continued “it has 
been a mother through those years ministering to the needs of the souls of the 
parishioners through life, and when the hour of death approached through the 
Sacrament of Extreme Unction, the souls were strengthened to meet their judge.” 

     “You are today celebrating a glorious feast in marking this 50th anniversary, and I am 
sure that the blessing of God will remain with you and with those who labor among 
you.” 

    A 34 page Golden Jubilee booklet was prepared for the event.  Epiphany Parish 
consisted of 350 families in 1938. 

    Father Houlihan continued his work at Epiphany until June 25, 1941 when he was 
transferred to Sugar Notch. Father Houlihan was accompanied to Sugar Notch by his 
sister Margaret who served as his housekeeper during his stay in Sayre. 

     Father John J. Gough was installed as pastor of Epiphany on June 29, 1941.  He 
was pastor through the World War II years and faced many challenges guiding the 
parishioners through the war. One of Father Gough’s previous assignments in the 
Diocese was that of Editor-in-chief of the Catholic Light, a post he held for eight plus 
years. He quickly became active in many community affairs, as well as enlarging the 
religious and education program of the parish 

     Attendance at Epiphany school kept increasing and more room was needed to 
accommodate all of the students. Thus in 1948 Father Gough acquired the property of 
Emily Roberts at 201 Hayden Street, adjoining the rear of the church. This was to 
become the “Annex” to the school. It was opened on September 8, 1948 after 
extensive remodeling. The first floor was made into a kindergarten and hot lunch 
facilities, including a fully equipped kitchen. The second floor was completely 
remodeled to accommodate the first grade. Also installed were rest rooms for students 
and faculty. New lighting and furniture were also included in the renovation 

     With the new annex opened. Father Gough had major renovations done at the Elmer 
Avenue School to accommodate grades two through eight. Provisions for hot lunches, 
new rest rooms, reading rooms and library space were made available. 

    Father Gough increased the faculty at Epiphany School from six to ten. He also 
purchased a bus to transport the Epiphany children between the buildings as 
necessary and to and from home for those living a distance from the school. 
Affectionately known as the “Spirit of Epiphany”, the bus a former airlines courier could 



carry 25 children. 

     He also negotiated the purchase of the home adjacent to the rectory on South Elmer 
Avenue and opened a store for the sale of religious articles. 

     Father Gough organized the Confraternity classes for high school students and the 
Boys club, both of which were for the purpose of expanding the young people’s 
religious instruction and providing a social program for them. 

      Father John Gough died March 10, 1949 at the Epiphany rectory. He was 53 years 
old. He had been ill for several months but had carried on his duties as pastor until his 
death. Epiphany church was filled to capacity for his funeral Mass. Bishop Hafey who 
presided stated “His monument in his last parish was his love for children. He needs no 
eulogy his works being visible in the school and his constant looking after them and 
their spiritual life.” 

      In 1949 scouting started at Epiphany, Father Charles Mulrooney who was Assistant 
Pastor at the time approached Leon Shershen, who at the time was scoutmaster of 
Troop No. 7 and asked him to set up an Epiphany Troop. There were many obstacles to 
overcome including strong dictates from the Bishop’s office as to how and in what 
manner Scouting would be handled in the Diocese. However, it was on October 1, 
1949 that the first Epiphany troop No. 2, later changed to 17, was established with 
transfers from other valley troops, mostly tenderfoot scouts. The early founders of the 
troop Leon Shershen, AL Cryder, Francis Foley, and Zeke Alexander, struggled for 
several years amid promises of equipment and counselors that did not materialize to 
keep the scouting movement moving and growing. These men and those of today can 
be justifiably proud of the work they have done. A tribute to their efforts is shown by the 
number of Eagle Scouts coming from Troop 17. Scouting is still active at Epiphany sixty 
four  years later with both Boy Scout Troop 17 and Cub Scout Troop 17. 

     Father Francis Toolan was appointed Pastor of Epiphany June 22, 1949. During his 
time he maintained the church properties in good condition and made major 
improvements to the parish cemetery. He paid off all the parish debts and built up a 
surplus in the Parish Account. 

      The Epiphany School continued to mature and enrollment kept at full capacity 
nearly 300. The parish participated in support of the school and in fact a formal 
organization—The Parent-Teachers Guild—was formally organized on November 1, 
1953. Mother Mary Basil, head of St. Basil’s in Dushore and Father Donovan, Assistant 
Superintendent of Schools for the Diocese of Scranton, visited Sayre on that day and 
described all the benefits that a parent-teachers organization could have for the 
school. Edward Haggerty was elected as the first president of the Epiphany Parent 



Teachers Guild. Other officers were Mrs. George (Babe) Tymoski, Vice President, Mrs. 
Vincent Carroll, Secretary and Joseph Nagle, Treasurer. The PTG over the years has 
raised several hundred thousand dollars for the support of the school. 

     Father Toolan will best be remembered in association with the present Epiphany 
School building and convent. The 1888-church-converted-to-school was showing 
major signs of deterioration and it was feared that the floors would be unsafe. The 
second story of the building was closed and classes were held in the basement and 
first floor. 

     In 1962 the Pennsylvania Department of Public Instruction condemned the building 
and stated that the church would have to find another building or close the school. A 
search for a new site found 9.6 acres of land formerly owned by Don Simmons. Plans 
were drawn up for a new school to accommodate 300 students in eight grades. On 
April 22, 1962, a ceremony of Blessing the Ground was held for the new school on 
Stevenson Street and construction began the following week. 

     A major fund-raising effort was undertaken in June 1963, with Dr. John M. Higgins 
as honorary chairman and Michael J. DeSisti and Edward O’Connor as co-chairmen. 
Teams were set up for canvassing the parish looking for a minimum of $125,000. 

     “The campaign to help towards the construction of the school has reached 
subscriptions of $92,000, even before volunteer workers received their assignments,” it 
was announced by Father Toolan. 

     The school was to cost $412,000.The campaign asked for less than one-third. The 
balance came from the highly efficient operation of the parish by Father Toolan, who 
had the vision that a new school would be needed and began preparing for it as soon 
as he assumed the pastorate in 1949. 

     The new school was officially dedicated on August 31, 1964, with impressive 
ceremonies led by the Most Reverend Jerome Hannon, then Bishop of Scranton. 
Classes began in the new school in September of that year. 

     The campaign to raise money for the new school resulted in far more than 
expected. In all over $270,000 was pledged. This allowed for the next phase of the 
new school program to proceed, and on February 25, 1965, construction of a new 
convent behind the school was begun. The Servant Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary occupied their new home April 14, 1966. 

     The two story yellow brick building still in use today as a convent has private 
quarters for 12 nuns, and a private chapel. 

     When the school and convent were done, the bills were all paid and the parish was 



not in any debt. This is a major tribute to the superb cooperation, faith and dedication 
between the people of Epiphany and Father Toolan, who guided them through the 
planning and construction of the new complex to completion. 

     Having completed the new school and convent, Father Toolan had the old school 
and the annex torn down. The former church property and the convent building were 
eventually sold. In place of the annex and the house purchased by Father Gough for a 
religious goods store, parking lots were installed to make it more convenient for the 
parishioners to park near the church. 

     Because of the distance to the church from the school and convent, the sisters now 
had a transportation problem. In mid-1969, a group of parishioners donated money so 
that on November 28, of that year an Oldsmobile station wagon was purchased and 
presented to the sisters for their use in travelling between the facilities. 

     On May 28, 1967, Father Toolan collapsed near the completion of Mass at 6:00 a.m. 
after having a heart seizure. Father Toolan had several other occasions of illness and 
on June 25, 1968 he died at Mercy Hospital in Scranton. Father Charles P. Mulrooney a 
former assistant pastor at Epiphany had been acting pastor when Father Toolan died. 

    Father Bernard Grogan was appointed Pastor of Epiphany Parish on September 3, 
1968. He was elevated to the rank of Monsignor on April 23, 1972 by His Holiness 
Pope Paul the VI through recommendation of Bishop J. Carroll McCormick, Bishop of 
the Scranton Diocese. 

     It was during Monsignor Grogan’s pastorate that many of the changes to the Mass 
and ceremonies decreed by the Second Vatican Council were implemented. It was at 
this time that the church which had no internal repair or renovation since the 
beautification of the interior by Father Houlihan was in need of modernization. On 
January 7, 1971 it was announced that the Church of the Epiphany was closed for a 
period of about 6 months for the completion of a $200,000 renovation project. 

    “The renovation will be elaborate and will consist of a new sanctuary that will 
conform to the revised liturgy, new pews and confessionals, carpeting,  stations of the 
cross, statues and new lighting throughout, new doors and for the first time since the 
church was built, the basement will be finished off completely. 

    When the church was erected the basement was never completed. It still contains a 
dirt floor, but this will be replaced by concrete and the entire area will be finished into a 
completely new room. 

     All the doors of the structure will also be new, with the front doors being of oxidized 
aluminum with plate glass window panes. 



     The roof of the building will not have to be touched because a new one was 
installed in 1970. The exterior was also painted in 1970. 

     One of the most unusual parts of the renovation will be the altars, baptismal font and 
altar of the Blessed Sacrament, which will be built of marble now being quarried and 
prepared in Italy. This marble will come from Pietrasanta near Pisa, from the same 
Quarry used by Michelangelo for the carving of the famed Pieta in the Vatican. 
Arrangements for the marble were made through the family of the late Ray Laronzoni of 
Connecticut who owned the Quarry in Italy. Mr. Laronzoni immigrated to the United 
States but his wife stayed in Italy. They operated the Quarry between the two countries. 
The five Baxter brothers of Epiphany Parish donated the money to pay for all of the 
marble for the renovation. Their donation was to be anonymous but the word spread 
around the parish as to who the donors were.”  

     The general contractor for the work was Belina Enterprises of Jessup, PA. The 
plumbing contractor was William Perate of Moscow, PA and the electrical work was 
done by Potter Electrical of East Smithfield, PA. 

    On August 19, 1971 after nine months of renovations a rededication Mass was 
celebrated by the Most Rev. J. Carroll McCormack, Bishop of Scranton Diocese. The 
Mass was attended by 500 people and it was followed by a dinner at Epiphany where 
plates were laid for 400 people. General Chairperson for the event was Clarence Little, 
Dr. Kenneth Meyer was toastmaster for the event and Attorney John Cottone of 
Scranton, a brother of former assistant pastor, Father Paul Cottone was the principal 
speaker for the banquet. 

     Under the guidance of Monsignor Grogan more lay participation in the religious 
ceremonies was introduced. Monsignor set up Lector and Commentator participation 
in the Sunday and Holy Day Masses. Through the years many parishioners have 
served as Lectors since they were instituted in 1976. 

     Today in 2013 there are 32 people who serve as Eucharistic Ministers, 32 serving as 
Lectors and 56 serving as Altar Servers. 

     In 1976 Monsignor Grogan had a new electronic organ installed to replace the 
nearly 70 year old pipe organ that was in need of major repair and overhaul. This organ 
using an IBM computer represents the latest musical technology. It provides the 
capability to simulate almost every musical instrument including chimes and bells, not 
to mention herald trumpets. The new organ greatly enhanced the beauty and 
appreciation of the music of the church. 

     Under the “new” regulations, the parishioners are participating more in the 
ceremonies of the Mass and other devotions including singing. There is also an 



outstanding adult choir at Epiphany. 

     The choir has been in existence since the time of Father Gough, and perhaps 
before. Except for a short summer recess, the choir has been singing at Mass each 
Sunday. In addition the choir provided special music at Christmas, Easter, 
Confirmation, and other occasions as requested. Some of the Choir Directors have 
been: Helen Sudnick, Tom Brown, John Ellis, Joan Kuchta, Janet Noveske and Joan 
Coveleskie. Louise Angelo was the Choir Coordinator for many years. 

     In the fall of 1977 Monsignor Grogan suffered a series of heart attacks. He died at 
the Robert Packer Hospital on November 12, 1977, just prior to his death Father Phillip 
Barrett, O.S. A. was assigned by the Bishop as Administrator of Epiphany Parish. 
Father Barrett remained on this assignment until January of 1978 when Father Thomas 
Jordan was assigned to Epiphany Parish. 

     Father Jordan was elevated to the rank of Prelate of Honor, Monsignor, in November 
1978. Interestingly enough, he was actually accorded the honor by Pope John Paul I —
during his brief 34-day reign as pontiff and before his death in September of 1978. The 
actual announcement of the elevation was not made until November. 

     In 1979 Epiphany School celebrated its 50th anniversary. A series of events were 
held throughout the third week of September of 1978 commemorating the opening of 
the Epiphany School. Concerts were held, put on by the school children; special 
lunches were held for the students; special recognition of the Sisters who taught at 
Epiphany was held during the week. Finally on the weekend, a unique occasion was 
held. All of the Epiphany Alumni were contacted and asked to return to their parish and 
their school and participate in this Jubilee celebration. A special booklet was prepared 
depicting the history of Epiphany School over the past fifty years. The booklet contains 
old photographs, school and parish history and a listing of the graduates of Epiphany 
School from its inception. 

    A special 50th Anniversary Mass was held in the Church with Bishop J. Carroll 
McCormack as the principal celebrant, Father William Hines, a former assistant pastor 
at Epiphany, who worked in both the old school on North Elmer Avenue and the “new” 
school on Stevenson Street was the homilist. He compared the old to the new and 
congratulated the people of Epiphany on their accomplishments over the past fifty 
years. The theme for the 50th Anniversary was “Passing the Banner” from the first fifty 
years to the second fifty years. A special flag that depicted the emblem of Epiphany 
School was made by Mrs. Robert Carroll. 

     An anniversary dinner-dance was held at Epiphany in the gym. Bishop McCormack 
congratulated the people of the parish for having achieved a most outstanding task of 



keeping a Catholic school in operation in Sayre despite all of the obstacles of the 
Depression, of having to build a new school building, and having to tolerate an era of 
rebellion as a result of several wars. The Saturday evening affair was attended by over 
500 people, most of whom were graduates of Epiphany School and their families. 

     In 1980 Monsignor Jordan purchased a carillon with loud speakers to be mounted 
in the church’s belfry. Each day the Angelus was sounded and on certain other times of 
the day religious songs were played, providing a peaceful and tranquil atmosphere for 
passersby. 

     Wishing to continue the lay participation of the people in the affairs of the parish, 
Monsignor Jordan established a parish finance committee whose charter was to advise 
the pastor on financial matters affecting the church, school, convent, cemetery and 
other parish properties; to assist in setting the tuition for the school, and to overall 
manage the funds of the church. This took place in 1981 about the same time 
Monsignor set up bingo as a major fundraiser to help pay for the increasing cost of the 
school. The finance committee met periodically, and published minutes that were 
available for review. The initial committee consisted of Ronald Green, Joseph Tigue, 
David Rosenbloom, Ralph Meyer and John Lenz. Later the committee was expanded 
to include the president and treasurer of the PTG. This committee operated for several 
years until it became a part of a newly created parish council. 

     After the 1986 Diocesan Synod there was a recommendation to establish a council 
in every parish that would assist in material needs while allowing the clergy to have 
more time to meet the spiritual needs of the parishioners. In October 1985, a charter 
was accepted and officers sworn in that made up the Epiphany Parish Council. The 
council consisted of several committees, including Finance, Buildings and Grounds, 
Apostolic, Liturgy, Youth Activities, Communication and Social. Each committee met as 
required to conduct business related thereto. Quarterly executive committee meetings 
were held to coordinate and report on the activities of these committees. The charter 
executive board consisted of President, John Lenz; Vice president, Charles Hammond; 
Secretary, Mrs. John Novak and Treasurer, Lee Berrettini. Charter chairpersons of the 
committees included Charles Hammond, liturgy; Charles Haluska, Finance; Michael 
Dugan, education; Delores Hammond, Apostolic; Robert Lantz Jr. and Ronald Weaver, 
Buildings and Grounds; William Schmeig, Youth Activities; and Margaret Nittinger, 
Social and Communications. 

     Monsignor Jordan established Eucharistic Ministers in the church. These ministers 
who take special training on the Mass are able to assist the priest in the distribution of 
Holy Communion in both species not only at Mass but also at Robert Packer Hospital 
and several of the local nursing homes along with home visits to the shut-ins. 



      On September 4, 1986 Monsignor Thomas Jordan was transferred to Saint Mary of 
Mount Carmel Church in Dunmore, PA. 

      Father Joseph Sammons a native of Towanda and no stranger to Sayre replaced 
Monsignor Jordan to become the eighth pastor and the “Centennial Year Pastor.” 
Father Sammons immediately took up the task of preparing the church properties for 
the celebration of the centennial. At the beginning of Lent in 1987, he announced the 
beginning of a drive to raise funds for the centennial projects. An amount of $125,000 
was asked and well over that amount was pledged. 

     The outside of the church was washed to remove grit and dirt and the window and 
door frames painted.  There was extensive wiring done in the church and basement. A 
complete interior repainting was accomplished using gold leaf and using a multiple of 
trim colors on a rose background behind the main altar. There was some stenciling 
around the windows to try to add to the stark white painting of the interior from the 1971 
renovation. New Stations of the Cross were added and distinctive trim in bronze and 
gold leaf surrounded each of them. The church appeared as a new structure and was 
considered one of the more beautiful buildings in the diocese. 

     A new kitchen was added to the church hall on the lower level to make it more 
adaptable to larger parish functions. Besides repainting of the church, extensive 
renovations were made to the rectory, the convent and the school. 

     On September 18, 1988 Epiphany Parish gathered in the beautiful modified English 
Gothic church at 4:00 p.m. for a concelebrated Centennial Anniversary Mass. The Most 
Reverend James Timlin, Bishop of Scranton, was the principal celebrant and the Rev. 
Joseph Kopatz, a former assistant pastor at Epiphany gave the homily. 

   Parishioners closed out the special day in parish history at the newest building in the 
parish—Epiphany School on Stevenson Street—for dinner and dancing. 

      Getting ready for the big day took a lot of time and energy of most parishioners. 
And that, according to the Rev. Joseph Sammons, “has been the real beauty of the 
occasion.” 

     “People have responded with pride and enthusiasm,” he said. “It’s been easy to be 
the leader with such people to lead.” 

     “I’m very honored to be here at this special time,” he said, noting that members of 
the parish are acutely aware of the importance of the past 100 years and what 
Epiphany Church has meant to their families and to the community through all the past 
generations. 

     The centennial project isn’t the only project on the agenda, however. 



     Even as preparations were being made over the last year to mark this 100th 
anniversary, committees have been hard at work developing Epiphany’s response to 
Bishop Timlin’s diocese-wide call to spiritual renewal. 

     “It is appropriate,” Father Sammons agreed, “that this time of looking back 
coincides with looking ahead to renew ourselves in service to the Lord and to being the 
kind of witnesses we should be in the community.” 

     The level of response to both projects he said, comes as no surprise as it is pretty 
much the way the history of Epiphany is written. 

     “Anytime a need arose,” Sammons said, “the people responded with a great sense 
of pride and spirit. 

      “As pastor, I lead, but you have to lead someone,” he said. “The people have 
always been willing and that’s why I say I am fortunate to be here at this time. 

     Now, it’s time to dedicate and celebrate the efforts of all those former pastors and 
congregations as the present parishioners enjoy the latest improvements. 

    A Centennial Dinner Dance was held at Epiphany School chaired by Assistant Pastor 
Father Andrew Hvozdovic. Biagio A. Dente who was referred to as the “Diocesan 
Caterer” prepared the buffet. Reverend Paul Cottone a former assistant pastor was the 
guest speaker with the Bachak Orchestra from Carbondale providing music for 
dancing. 

     A special “book of remembrance” penned by John “Jack “Lenz with a detailed 
history of the parish was made available during the Centennial Celebration. 

    In 1989 Auxiliary Bishop Francis X. DiLorenzo was the principal celebrant of a 
Pontifical Mass of Thanksgiving commemorating the 60th anniversary of the founding of 
Epiphany School and the 25th anniversary of the present school. Many repairs were 
made to the school that year to include newly repainted classrooms and gym, lunch in 
the cafeteria which had new flooring installed and a new energy efficient gas furnace 
replaced the old boiler. Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Eileen Clinton served as 
principal of the school. 

     On June 4, 1989 Father Joseph Sammons celebrated his 40th anniversary of his 
ordination to the sacred priesthood.  

     A Mass of Thanksgiving was celebrated with an informal reception immediately 
following in the church hall.  

    On June 9, 1990 Father Joseph Sammons was transferred to the Church of the Holy 
Name in Montrose, PA.  



      Father William J. Karle was named pastor on June 9, 1990. During his tenure as 
pastor he had all of the stained glass windows refitted with double pane protective 
glass and new window frames and sealed preserving them for many years to come. 
The window work was done by the Baut Studios of Swoyersville, PA. Father Karle also 
had the exterior brick work cleaned and architectural repairs were made to decorative 
cornices. The Exterior Church Cross was also replaced. The new cross is eight feet 
high and four and one half feet wide. He opened the church to valley residents by 
participating in the Valley Church Tour in November of 1991. This gave non-members 
of the Epiphany a chance to see the interior of the church and hear from Father Karle 
how the Liturgy is celebrated. 

     Father Karle celebrated his Twenty-fifth Anniversary to the priesthood on the Vigil of 
Pentecost Saturday May 17, 1997.  A dinner at the Sons of Italy followed his Mass of 
Thanksgiving and in the program for the event it states “On July 9th, 1990 Father Karle 
became the pastor of the Church of the Epiphany in Sayre. His dedication and care for 
God’s people in this Valley have helped to make Epiphany parish and school a 
Christian community of prayer and service.” 

     Father Karle’s greatest gift to the parish was the foundation of Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration which was begun on Holy Saturday: April 18, 1992. 

     An article in the Evening Times marking the first anniversary of Eucharistic 
Adoration stated the following: 

    “The Church of the Epiphany welcomes parishioners at any time—literally—all day, 
all night, all year. 

     At least one person is in the chapel at Epiphany at any time, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, 365 days a year. 

      A small chapel within the church, the former baptismal room, has been set aside 
and remodeled, and comfortably furnished and is serenely beautiful. The chapel is 
open to the public during hours that the church is open, and has both a private 
entrance from Elmer Avenue and a common entrance through the church. The chapel 
is staffed 24 hours each day by devoted members of the congregation, or “adorers,” 
each of whom have dedicated one hour each week to prayer and meditation by the 
Eucharist. 

     For security reasons, the people who staff the chapel at night are only admitted by 
registry and the doors are locked behind them. They may only allow the next registered 
“adorer” (or sub) inside, although everyone may stay as long as they wish.” 

     The program, according to Rev. William Karle, pastor of the church, has been very 
successful. Program coordinator Jack Langan notes that “no end is planned for this 



very special program,” making it truly perpetual. Organizers and participants believe 
that the adoration program will remain in place literally forever. 

     The concept of the program was hard to grasp for some of the parishioners at first. 
When the program was organized, some of the parishioners asked questions like “How 
long will we do this”.” “When will the program end?,” and “Do I have to do that same 
hour each week?” The answer is, of course, that it is an ongoing, permanent 
commitment that has already woven itself into the fabric of the church community. 
There have been some staffing changes due to people relocating and other conflicts; 
however Rev. Karle notes that the people who questioned the program at the 
beginning seem to derive the most peace from it now. 

     In addition to the 231 people registered as “adorers,” a hefty list of substitutes has 
been maintained for the occasional change of schedule, illness of prior commitment, 
each registered for a certain time frame or quadrant of the day or night. 

     Rev. Karle states that both men and women are involved in the program, which is 
“very dependent on the men” as well as the women for its success. 

     The chapel was only closed once—during the blizzard of 1993, when Rev. Karle 
notes, “We had volunteers to staff it who were willing to stay until someone relieved 
them,” but the organizers felt it prudent to close so that people would not travel or risk 
personal injury. 

     The concept of Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is based on many old, steadfast 
beliefs in the Catholic doctrine, such as that Bible translation in the past were meant in 
the literal, not figurative, sense. By Christ saying, “Remember me,” it was not intended 
to be done in the form of a memory, but by remembering as a living thing and in the 
present tense. Doctrine dictated that the consecrated Eucharist is the Body of Christ 
and that it should be honored as such. 

     The Eucharistic wafer is displayed proudly in a monstrance, an elegant shrine of 
gold filigree, and is the focal point of the chapel. Before the altar and monstrance are a 
kneeler, several comfortable chairs, and artfully arranged tables with reading literature, 
all set with in a tranquil, serene, muted room. 

      It should be noted that all of the items in the chapel were purchased from or 
manufactured in the Valley. The interior design of the chapel was done by local artist, 
Mary Kay Madigan, with input from Father Karle. 

     The idea for the Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration program came from other churches 
within the Scranton Diocese, three of which now have it in place. Rev. Karle notes that 
one reason the Epiphany program is such a success is because of the trial and error 
and recommendations from other parishes with the program. 



     Jack Langan spoke to Father Karle about the idea of Eucharistic Adoration and the 
two of them put out feelers to the congregation and announced an impromptu meeting 
to see how many people were interested. Rev. Don Williams and his four-member 
“team” drove up from St. Catherine of Sienna Church in Moscow, PA to speak at the 
meeting. The interest was tremendous, and over 100 people attended the meeting, 
with at least 90 percent registering as “adorers” that very night. 

      The local program moves as smoothly as possible thanks to the countless people 
involved, from Father Karle to coordinator Jack Langan, to the four quadrant 
coordinators, each of whom are responsible for a six hour time frame during the day or 
night. The quadrant coordinators are Tom Chaffee, Jack Langan, Mary “Babe” Tymoski, 
and Beth Ayers, and they delegate to hourly captains that are in charge of a specific 
hour of each day. 

      Together, the team and “adorers” have managed to log just under 12,000 hours of 
worship in the small chapel during its first year. 

     Father Karle says that the chapel provides people with a sense of “communion with 
God.” And that many participants say that the hour they staff the chapel is the only time 
all week that they are able to relax, pray, and enjoy their religion. He notes that when 
the time is put aside and scheduled, people will take the time to focus on prayer, and if 
the time is not set aside, they may not find the time during the hectic week to have 
some peace. 

     Langan says that “a community of 231 ‘adorers’ has dedicated one hour each week 
to come to the blessed sacrament chapel and pay homage to Jesus Christ as their 
intimate friend and savior—approximately 12,000 hours of worship have been recorded 
in the presence of the blessed sacrament during this initial year.”  

    And, if the devout parishioners keep the wheels turning there will be no end to the 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration program. It will continue long after all who read this 
have passed, as it should. 

    Father Karle did extensive redecorating to include a new kitchen in the rectory 
during his time as pastor. 

     Father Karle was transferred on September 12, 2005 to Holy Savior Parish in Wilkes-
Barre, PA 

     September 16, 2005, Father Andrew Hvozdovic who was Assistant Pastor of 
Epiphany from 1987 to 1991 (this was his first assignment after his ordination 
September 5, 1987), returned to Epiphany as Pastor and Procurator for Epiphany 
School.  Father Andrew also serves as Diocesan Director of Pilgrimages and holds the 
seat of First National Vice President on the Slovak Catholic Federation Executive Board. 



He serves the Slovak Catholic Federation as National Supreme Chaplin of the Slovak 
Catholic Sokol. Father Andrew also has attained the Fourth Degree in the Knights of 
Columbus. He was also appointed to serve on the Diocesan Priest Council by Bishop 
Bambera, this group gives consultation and input to the Bishop concerning the running 
of the Diocese, and is Dean for Bradford, Susquehanna, Wyoming an Sullivan 
Counties. 

     Little did any one suspect in 2005 that the Roman Catholic Church as we knew it in 
Bradford County would undergo a huge transformation and that Father Andrew would 
play a major role in the smooth transformation that would occur. 

     In July of 2007 Father Hvozdovic was appointed pastor of St. Ann, Bentley Creek 
and Our Lady of Perpetual Help Mission in Ridgebury along with his current duties as 
pastor of Epiphany Parish in Sayre. 

          On Sunday September 14, 2008 Father Andrew and the parishioners of 
Epiphany Parish celebrated the 120th Anniversary of the parish. The Most Reverend 
James C. Timlin, D.D., Bishop Emeritus of the Diocese of Scranton served as the main 
celebrant. The Mass was followed by a gala banquet at the Sons of Italy Hall in Sayre. 

     In early 2008 Joseph F. Martino, Bishop of the Diocese of Scranton announced that 
the parishioners of the Diocese had been Called to Holiness and Mission for Pastoral 
Planning for the Diocese of Scranton. Each parish was assigned to a cluster and then 
formed a Core Group from the parish to join the cluster for planning. The Cluster was to 
meet to make recommendations to the Diocese from the suggested patterns that would 
be available for parish structure to help Bishop Martino make his final decision. I 
should back up a bit here and explain that the Scranton Diocese had to make some 
major changes in the structure of the parishes due to declining membership in the 
parishes and the shortage of priests available to serve in the Diocese. 
Recommendations were made to the Bishop and in January of 2009 he made 
announcements via CD at every Mass in the Diocese. The following are the 
recommendations that he made for the Western Region of the Diocese. 

Cluster # 1—the parishes of Epiphany, Sayre; St. Ann, Bentley Creek; St, John, South 
Waverly;  St. Joseph, Athens: 

Epiphany, Sayre, Saint Ann, Bentley Creek, St. John, South Waverly and St. Joseph, 
Athens will consolidate no later than July 2009 at the Epiphany site. There will be an 
additional worship site (the possibility of one weekend Mass with occasional funerals 
and weddings) at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Mission Church, Ridgebury, Pa., which 
will be reviewed after two years based on geography, attendance, fiscal realities, and 
the availability of priests. Similar worship sites will be maintained at St. Joseph’s, 



Athens, and St. John’s, South Waverly until they are closed no later than July 2011. St. 
Ann’s Church building will close no later than July 2009. 

     The actual date of the parish consolidation was July 15, 2009. It was also on that 
date that Father Langan was named Pastor Emeritus of the new Epiphany Parish. 
Father Andrew Hvozdovic remained at Epiphany as Pastor. 

     Saint Ann’s Parish transitioned to Epiphany on Sunday July 26, 2009 the Feast of St. 
Ann, St. John the Evangelist Parish transitioned on Sunday November 22, 2009 the 
Feast of Christ the King and St. Joseph’s Church transitioned on May 2, 2010. The work 
of the1 18 member Cluster and transition team headed by Ralph Meyer had brought 
the four parishes of 1,000 families  to the newly formed parish that was to be called the 
Catholic Community of the Epiphany.  

     On September 16, 2009, Students, parents, friends, alumni and representatives of 
the Sisters Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary gathered to celebrate the 80th 
anniversary of Epiphany School. 

      On Sunday June 27, 2010 the parishioners of Epiphany Parish took great pride in 
honoring Pastor Emeritus Father Vincent Langan on the occasion of his 50th 
Anniversary to the Priesthood. His patience, humility, kindness, understanding, 
teaching and example, particularly his love and caring for the sick, have left an 
indelible mark on countless people. His continuing crusade for the “respect and dignity 
of life” and especially the “unborn” has impacted the entire region.  Mass was 
celebrated at Epiphany School and a picnic reception was held on the school grounds. 

     In the fall of 2011 Father Andrew announced the Epiphany Preservation Church 
Building Project. In a letter to the parishioners Father Andrew stated: ”When the 
Diocese of Scranton, through the “Called to Holiness and Mission” process, 
announced the decision in 2009 for the formation of one new Roman Catholic 
Community to be housed at the Epiphany Church, a number of new committees were 
formed to implement the consolidation. The Art and Environment Committee, among its 
other responsibilities, was asked to review the current Epiphany Church building to 
determine if it would meet the long term needs of our new Catholic Community of the 
Epiphany, and also determine how various artifacts from the closed churches could be 
incorporated into the church building. 

     The committee ultimately recommended a comprehensive upgrading of the 
Epiphany Church building. Several professional firms recommended by the Diocese of 
Scranton were contacted to give an overview of what they would recommend based on 
the Art and Environment Committee’s report. The firm chosen based on the interviews 
and recommendations from other parishes was Hemmler & Camayd Architects from 



Scranton. 

     In May of 2011 the initial work by the architect began. Several proposals were 
prepared based on Hemmler & Camayd’s professional review as well as the 
recommendations of the committees. The final recommendations were presented to the 
Diocese which ultimately resulted in the approval of the project. The estimated cost of 
the project was two million dollars. 

     In January 2012 the eight month long restoration project began. The church was 
open until after Easter when all Masses were moved to Epiphany School for the 
duration of the project. The project was conducted in phases the first being Church 
and Hall Renovations. Among the highlights in this area were the addition of central air 
conditioning and heating and the installation of an elevator to service all three levels of 
the church. 

     The project included the installation of a fire alarm system in the Church and the 
replacement of all light switches to conform with current building code. A new 
compliant stairway was built from the main level to the choir loft. 

     The first phase also included the demolition and complete reconfiguration of the 
church hall in the lower level of the building. Included are an entirely new kitchen and 
kitchen equipment, new storage areas, and a handicapped-accessible restroom. 

     Phase 2 Church Worship Space Renovations: This project provided for the complete 
refinishing of the entire worship space featuring new decorative painting, new 
carpeting, upgraded lighting and floor refinishing and minor modifications to the altar. 
The Baptismal font was moved to the entrance of the church. 

     The existing Adoration Chapel, displaced by the elevator addition, was relocated to 
the area occupied by the Confessional-Reconciliation Room and will be level with the 
entrance way. The Chapel received updated flooring, painting, lighting, and the 
addition of a rest room. 

     The stained glass window of Saint John the Evangelist from St. John’s Church, the 
St Joseph window from St. Joseph’s Church and the statue of Saint Ann from Saint 
Ann’s Church are displayed in the renovated Epiphany Church. 

     Adjacent to the new Confessional-Reconciliation Room and just off the vestibule to 
the Church another restroom was installed. To allow congregating for processionals, 
weddings, and funerals, the vestibule was expanded. 

     Phase 3 External Building Repairs; Constructed from 1917 to 1919, the building 
exterior required structural as well as façade repairs. Minor shifting of the structure had 
caused some cracking in the walls and columns of the Church. New beams were 



installed to correct walls which were splaying outward. The roof tresses were reinforced 
and the roof was replaced. 

     To remedy damage caused by weathering and decay, the entire façade of the 
Church was repointed, many bricks replaced, with mortar voids in the joints between 
the bricks filled in. The parapets were also rebuilt. 

     Masses at Epiphany Church resumed on September 1, 2012 following the 2.3 
million  dollar renovation project. Open houses were held to show off the completed 
renovations. The Sayre Morning Times reporter Colin Hogan gave the following review: 
“The inside of the Church now features a backlit stained glass window from St. 
Joseph’s Athens and St. John’s South Waverly, incorporated into the walls, the original 
mission crucifix from St. Joseph’s, new marble flooring across the sanctuary, stone 
flooring in the vestibule and new paintings representing the Stations of the Cross.” 

      Hogan further reported ”Reverend Andrew Hvozdovic said the paintings were 
hand-painted in Germany around 100 years ago, and were recovered for the church. 
Each station’s painting sits in a custom frame of wood recovered from the church’s 
former staircase by craftsmen from Old Forge, Pa., he said.” 

     “The Rev. Hvozdovic said the ‘real sight to behold’ is the restored stenciling that 
adorns the church’s ceiling, which painters replicated using samples found from the 
building’s original ceiling.” 

     On November 3, 2012 Joseph Bambera, Bishop of Scranton celebrated Mass at 
Epiphany Church to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 
and to mark the completion of the church’s restoration and renovation. The project, 
“Honoring Our Heritage, Preserving Our Future,” “emphasized the restoration of the 
church to the beauty of its original design when built in 1917. The Bishop congratulated 
the pastor, Father Andrew Hvozdovic, and the parishioners. He also noted that he 
preached his first homily in this church as a transitional deacon in 1983. 

     In 2012 Epiphany Parish Prayer Garden was established at Epiphany School. The 
Stations of the Cross from St. Josephs Church were mounted on special outside 
covered stands throughout the grove east of the school. Benches were installed and 
the outdoor statue of the Blessed Mother from St. John’s along with the statuary of 
Jesus and the children from St. John’s lawn were all incorporated in the garden which 
is a tranquil place to spend time in prayer and meditation. 

    On Sunday September 2, 2012 Father Andrew Hvozdovic, pastor of Epiphany 
Parish, celebrated his 25th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood. Father was 
ordained on September 5, 1987. A reception for 350 family members, friends and 
parishioners at Epiphany School on Stevenson Street followed the liturgy in the newly 



renovated Church of the Epiphany. 

     On February 12, 2013 the newly formed Social Concerns Committee headed by 
Tressa Wells and Bill Hillyard served the first community meal in the church hall, the 
meal which is free and open to all, is a new opportunity for the church to serve the 
community. This committee also reinstituted a long standing tradition at the former St. 
Ann’s in Bentley Creek of a Harvest Supper. In October nearly 400 were served the 
traditional Turkey Dinner. Tickets were sold after each Mass for several weeks and 
almost all of those attending the dinner were parishioners. 

     Epiphany School celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the Blessing of the Ground for 
the current School Building in September, 2013 with a special Mass with The Rev. 
Glenn McCreary, V.E., Episcopal Vicar of the Western Pastoral Region of the Diocese of 
Scranton who served as assistant pastor of Epiphany from 1996-1998 as principal 
celebrant. 

     The major event of the year 2013 was the celebration of the 125th Anniversary Mass 
at Epiphany Church on November 23, 2013. The celebrant and homilist was the Most 
Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, DD. JCL Bishop of the Diocese of Scranton. 
Immediately following the Mass there was a banquet in the Church Hall.  

      An Anniversary/History book was prepared to mark this occasion. 

     As I began the process of gathering information to compile a comprehensive history 
of Epiphany Parish I read in an early account that the history of the parish was not 
glamorous but simple. Today 125 years after the founding of the parish I have to say 
that the history reflects a very  healthy and active parish that has survived all of the 
tests of time that were put before it. 

Henry G. Farley 

!
!

Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life from 
Epiphany Parish!

!
!
!
!
!



!
Father Paschal (Frank) Kelly 

Father Richard Vail 
Father Walter Lyons 
Father John Donlin 

Father William A. O’Mara 
Father Gerald Shantillo !

     The following was written by Gene Paluzzi a feature writer for the Evening Times 
Sayre Native may be canonized 

     A “Crusade for the Canonization of Father Paschal Kelly” is underway in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
     Father Francis Paschal Kelly is a Sayre native who became a victim of multiple 
sclerosis and spent 10 years of his priesthood in a wheelchair and 15 years in bed, He 
died February 7, 1975 at the age of 71. 
     From the time he was ordained in 1933 until his death, the Sayre High School 
graduate touched the life of many people who came to him for counsel, comfort and 
confession. 
     Listed among his hospital callers were entertainers Dennis Day, Jimmy Durante, 
Dick VanDyke, Fred Waring and Pat O’Brien. Hubert Humphrey was a frequent visitor. 
Father Kelly was an avid sports fan. His first love was baseball and he followed the 
Minnesota Twins back when they were the Washington Senators. He never missed a 
game on radio or television. Tony Olivia, Harmen  Killebrew, Ted Williams, Yogi Berra 
and Gil Hodges paid him visits in the hospital. 
     Coach Vern Morgan of the Twins arranged for Father Kelly to attend a Twins game in 
July of 1974. His doctor took the day off to go with him. Calvin Griffith gave him his air-
conditioned booth and the scoreboard flashed “Welcome Father Kelly.” 
     During his 15 years in bed the entire staff at St. Mary’s Hospital in Minneapolis was 
devoted to Father Kelly. Each employee tried to make his life a little easier. The hospital 
carpenter designed and built a special wheel chair that was the same height as his 
bed, It also raised him to a face-to-face level with visitors. 
     The Sayre graduate, who was valedictorian of the 1921 class and who called 
himself a frustrated engineer, designed a system for his telephone and television. At 
first he used a weighted string to dial the operator, but gradually he lost more 
movement in his hand and switched to two keys he could press with his fingers; one for 
the telephone the other for the television. He had to abandon these when he lost all 
movement in his fingers. Father Kelly and the hospital engineer then designed another 
device—boards on either side of his cheeks so that with a slight movement of his head 
to the left he could activate the telephone, to the right for the television. 
When his voice began to go they attached an amplifier, and to help him see while lying 
flat in his bed they rigged a system of mirrors and prism. He had a mirror propped up 
on a wooden stand and anchored in a block of cement in the hall outside of his room 
that alerted him to approaching visitors by reflecting in a mirror on his dresser, which in 
turn was aimed at a mirror suspended over his head. 



    Francis Kelly and his parents, plus sisters Dorothy and Gertrude lived at 506 West 
Lockhart Street. He became an altar boy at Epiphany and on June 17, 1933 was 
ordained a Dominican Priest, taking the name of Paschal. The following week he said 
his Mass at Epiphany. !!

Sister Edith Fondecchia, I.H.M. 
Sister Agnes Shaw, I. H. M. 

Sister Catherine Ann Mullaly, I.H.M. 
Sister Mariana Ginalski, I.H.M. !!

1888- 125th Anniversary of Epiphany Parish- 2013 
     When Father John Costello was made Pastor of Holy Ghost Church at Athens in 
1875, I don’t think he had any idea how much his parish would grow and expand 
during his 24 year stay in the “Valley.” Holy Ghost Parish included all of Athens 
Township. What is Sayre today was then Pine Plains, a section of the township, and 
what became South Waverly was Athens Township. The parish also included 
Ridgebury and Windham. Father Costello was 28 years old as he began his fruitful 
success here. 

      In 1878 Sayre became the division headquarters for the Lehigh Valley Railroad. 
Two years later, the population stood at 800. The repair facility for the Lehigh continued 
to grow and by 1890 the population had grown to 3,200. With this growth came many 
immigrants from Ireland, Italy and Eastern Europe, many of them having strong ties to 
the Roman Catholic faith. And so begins the history of Epiphany Parish in Sayre. 

     On Sunday May 12, 1888 Father John J. Costello, pastor of Holy Ghost Parish in 
Athens, met with his growing congregation in Sayre at the school house. It was 
decided to break ground for a new church in Sayre. H. J. Baldwin, of Waverly was hired 
as the contractor and work on the new church began. Construction seemed to move 
along rapidly. Three churches were being built in Sayre in 1888, Epiphany, Church of 
the Redeemer, and the Baptist Church. 

     The corner-stone for the new church was laid on Sunday August 19, 1888. The 
following is an account from the “Athens Gazette” that tells of the ceremony: “The 
cornerstone of the new Catholic Church, on Elmer Avenue was laid with imposing 
ceremonies at 3:30 o’clock Sunday afternoon. The sermon was preached by Bishop 
O’Hara of the Diocese of Scranton. He was assisted in the ceremony by Fathers Kelly 
of Towanda, Walsh of Scranton and Costello of Athens. 

     The bishop and accompanying clergy were met at the entrance to Sayre by the 
Waverly and Athens temperance societies headed by the R. A. Packer band, and 



marched to the site of the new church. The new edifice will be very handsome and built 
of wood entirely, with a seating capacity of between five and six hundred. The day was 
perfect for the occasion and great crowds of people flocked to town to witness the 
ceremony. 

     At the conclusion of the exercises the band adjourned to the pagoda, in the park, 
where one of the most classical of scared concerts  

! !!!Father John Costello LL.D. Born at Taum, County Galway, Ireland November 18, 1848 Ordained October 1872 Pastor Epiphany 1891-1899 Died March 18, 1931, Williamsport, PA !Father James L. Shanley Born March 1, 1861, Honesdale, PA Ordained 1889, Scranton, PA Pastor Epiphany, 1899-1922 Died December 13, 1922, Sayre, PA Father James  Houlihan Born December 5, 1875, Susquehanna, PA Ordained June, 1905, Scranton, PA Pastor Epiphany, 1922-1941 Died May 14, 1960, Oshkosh, Wisconsin !!!!!Father John J. Gough Born 1896 at Hazelton,PA Ordained Scranton, PA Pastor Epiphany 1941-1949 Died March 10, 1949, Sayre, PA !Father Francis J. Toolan Born June 27, 1899, Carbondale, PA Ordained May 29, 1926, Scranton, PA Pastor Epiphany 1949-1968 Died June 25, 1968, Scranton, PA Monsignor Bernard L. Grogan Born August 6, 1914, Archbald, PA Ordained June 7, 1941, Scranton, PA Elevated to Monsignor April 23, 1972 Pastor Epiphany 1968-1977 Died November 12, 1977, Sayre, PA !
Monsignor Thomas Jordan 

Born July 27, 1923, Scranton, PA 
Ordained May 22, 1948, Scranton, PA 

Elevated to Monsignor November 1978 
Pastor Epiphany 1978-1986 

Died September 19, 1990, Scranton, PA !
Father Joseph F. Sammons 

Born November 25, 1922, Towanda, PA 
Ordained June 4, 1949 

Pastor Epiphany 1986-1990 
Died December 30, 1999, Athens, PA !

Father William Karle 
Born August 11, 1946, Scranton, PA 

Ordained May 13, 1972, Scranton, PA 
Pastor 1990-2005 

Currently Pastor- Bear Creek, PA !!!!
Father Andrew S. Hvozdovic 

Born May 10, 1961, Wilkes-Barre, PA 
Ordained September 5, 1987, Scranton, PA 

Pastor Epiphany, 2005  



!
Father Vincent Langan 

Born April 5, 1934 at Scranton, PA 
Ordained June 11, 1960, Scranton, PA 

Pastor Emeritus Catholic Community of Epiphany July 15, 2009 !!
Father Bryan Wright 

Ordained 2000 
Assistant Pastor Epiphany December 14, 2011 !!!!!!

Father Phillip Barrett, O.S.A. 
Administrator 1977-78 !

Father Charles Mulrooney 
Acting Pastor, 1968 !

Deacons!
Epiphany parish has become a model parish that is used in the training of 

young priests within the diocese. 

Starting in 1969, there have been thirteen young Deacons assigned to the 
parish. Some have spent a relatively short time, a couple of months, in residence; 
others have been with the parish for over a period of several years and when they were 
not away at school. The following Deacons served faithfully: 

Robert Brague  1969 
Stanley Kurash  1971 

Paul Mullen   1972 
James Jacobs  1973 
Francis Pauselli  1974 

Thomas McLaughin 1975 
Joseph Kopacz  1977 
Joseph Manarchuck 1978 
Joseph Gilbert  1979 

Joseph Sica  1981 
Joseph Bambera  1982 
Thomas Hiszney  1984 
Kenneth Seegar  1987 
Jeffrey Tudgay  2011 !

Most of all of these men completed their studies and have been ordained to the 
priesthood. Of all these Deacons, however, only one, Father Joseph Kopacz, has ever 
returned to serve at Epiphany, Father Kopacz served the parish under the Monsignor 
Bernard Grogan, and was the assistant at the time of Monsignor’s death. He then 
served with Father Phillip Barrett, the administrator and with Monsignor Thomas 
Jordan, successor to Monsignor Grogran. 



!
Altar Boys circa 1910 second from left is Edward O’Connor who was a prominent attorney in the Valley. 

!
The main altar used in both churches from 1888-1971 

!
Carmella “Molly” Cachhione, confirmation July 12, 1925 

!
The Epiphany School and Convent as they appeared in 1929 !

Father J. D. McGolderick 
Father James Gilloegly 

Father S. H. O’Boyle 
Father James Golden 

Father F. B. Jordan                                                
Father J. E. McHale                     
Father T.P. Durkin  
Father H. F. Reap 

Father M. F. Sweeney 
Father P. A. Nolan 
Father J. J. King 

Father Maurice A. Hughes 
Father J. S. Tomicek 
Father J. C. Sheridan 

Father Charles Mulrooney 
Father John Ferguson 
Father Paul Cottone 

Father Anthony Noviello 
Father William Hines !

Father Clement Markowski 
Father John Galenas 

Father Vincent Langan 
Father Thomas Hudak 

Father Edward Gallagher 
Father Joseph Kopacz 
Father Peter Menghini 

Father Andrew S. Hvozdovic 
Father James J. Alco 
Father John C. O’Bell 
Father Richard E.  Fox 
Father Vincent Dang 

Father Glenn E. McCreary 
Father Thomas J. Major 

Father Jacek J. Bietkowski 



Father Michael Tarigopula  
Father Rayanna Narisetti 
Father Wieslaw Ziebacz 
Father Bryan B. Wright !

Assistant Pastors 

!
Pastors 

!
Father Gerald Shantillo, most recent priest ordained from Epiphany Parish in 2009 

!
Sisters Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary!

 For 84 years the Sisters Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary have staffed 
Epiphany School. This in itself is a milestone when so many of the existing catholic 
schools are staffed completely with lay teachers and leadership. We are fortunate at 
Epiphany to have Sister Kathleen Kelly as principal of the school a role she has been in 
since July of 1992. We are also fortunate to have Sister Anne Quigley as the First 
Grade teacher a position she has held since 1983. To have the continuity of two such 
devoted religious in our parish providing loyalty and commitment to the mission of 
quality Catholic education at Epiphany greatly contributes to the success of Epiphany 
Parish.  !

Epiphany Cemetery!
     In 1879 Father John Costello purchased land for a cemetery in the country in 

Athens Township. This cemetery was used by the Valley Catholics and in 1891 when 
Epiphany became a parish the cemetery established by Farther Costello fell within the 

boundaries of the newly formed Borough of Sayre so the ownership was transferred 
from Holy Ghost parish to Epiphany parish. Prior 1879 Roman Catholics had to take 
their deceased family out of the area in order to bury them in consecrated ground.￼ 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church!
Ridgebury, Pennsylvania 
“The Chapel of the Hill” 

Catholic Community of the Epiphany Worship Site 
     This was the third Roman Catholic Church building in Ridgebury, The first being a 
log structure built in 1843 under the name of St. Mary’s. Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Church was constructed in 1894-95. Construction began on November 10, 1994 and 
the church was completed August 1, 1895. The contractor for the Romanesque style 
building was Frank P. Case of Troy, PA. He contracted the job for $3, 980. This little 

country chapel built by the Irish Canal workers who settled in the hills of Ridgebury has 
been one of the most celebrated Roman Catholic  churches in the area since it stands 

as a tribute the hard working Irish Settlers of the County. !



￼ !!!!!
!

Sister Kathleen Kelly, I.H.M. !
Sister Anne Quigley, I.H.M. !

50th Anniversary of the Blessing of the Ground for the new  
Epiphany School, pictured from left Rev. Bryan Wright assistant pastor Epiphnay 
Parish; Tracy Bannon, a representative of the Diocese of Scranton school system; 
Sister Anne Quigley, Sister Chris Koelihoffer; Sister Ellen Carney; Sister Kathleen Kelly, 
School Principal; The Rev. Glenn McCreary. V.E., Episcopal Vicar of the Western 
Pastoral Region, and a former assistant pastor at Epiphany; and the Rev. Andrew S. 
Hvozdovic, pastor of the Catholic Community of the Epiphany. !

Epiphany School celebrated 80 years 
September 16, 2009 Epiphany School celebrated 80 years pictured are some of the 
participants in the ceremony. From left: Father Wieslaw Ziebacz, Sister Barbara 
Jablonski, Father Andrew Hvozdovic, Sister Mary Jo Gallagher, Sister Kathleen Kelly, 
Sister Mary Persico, Sister Susan Hadzima, Father Vincent Langan, Sister Amy Zychal 
and Sister Anne Quigley. !

Epiphany School !
The First Graduating Class Epiphany School 1933 1st row from left: Rev. James Houlihan, Marguerite McCarthy, Jane Brennan, Mary Sperduti, Richard Hogan, Theresa Zazza, Margaret Reilly. 2nd row: Ann O’Boyle, Jane Coleman, Elizabeth Vlyman, Florence Sweeney, Brigetta Rindfleisch, Mary McCarthy. 3rd row: Helen Donovan, Lorraine McCall. 4th row: William Husick, Richard Walters, Walter Lyons, Martin Brennan, Joseph Friess !

Epiphany School on North Elmer Avenue 

!
Classroom in the old school !

Class of 1959 celebrating at O’Brien’s 1strow: Maria Gregori, Jane Beck, Rita Carroll, Betty Jo Parente. 2nd row: Maureen Haggerty, Jim Scanlin, John Mark Dunfee, Ed Nagle, Dennis Sheridan, John Fell, Dan Northrup.  !
April 22, 1963, Rev, Francis J. Toolan, pastor of the Church of the Epiphany, blesses the ground prior to the start of construction of the new parochial school on Stevenson Street, Sayre. Sisters pictured L to R: Sister M. Germaine, Sister Ceclie, Sister  Lawrence, Sister  Teresia, Sister Rita Cecilia( behind Sister Teresia)  Sister Catherine de Ricci, Sister Eucharia. !
Class of 1964 last class to graduate from the old school 
1st row: Michael Noone, Francis LaFarro, Father Francis Toolan, Steven McNamara, Fred 
Haluska, James Cryder. 
2nd row: Mary Kiers, Patricia Paluzzi, Diane Bobby, Angelo Ciotti, Joseph Mastracchio, Karen 
Ciavardini. 



3rd row: Ty Walker, Margaret Beck, Diane Bowen, Patrick McMahon. 
4throw: James Alexander, Barbara Donlin, Robin Hutchinson, John Geffert, Connie Ward, Kathy Skerpon. !
August 31, 1964 Bishop James D. Hannon blesses the exterior of the new Epiphany Parochial School in 
Sayre. Assisting him are Rev. Francis J. Toolan, church pastor, Rev. Joseph Corcoran of Minooka, PA, 
and Rev. John J. Gaffney, pastor of St. Joseph’s in Athens.  
!

Sister Anne Quigley’s Students during the annual Shamrocks and Shenanigans, a musical show put on for many years at Epiphany School. !
     Epiphany Elementary School first-grade teacher Sister Anne Quigley accepts a check from 
Mary Theresa Sullivan of Barden Homes matching funds raised by the first –grade class in their 
recent reading program. The students read a total of 597 books, raising $500 and Barden 
Homes contributed an additional $600. The funds will go toward the $10 million skilled care 
home for Senior Sisters under construction in Scranton, From left: front: Matteo Broketa, 
Anastasia Georgetson, Hannah Reid, Kaitlyn Testen; middle: Nicholas Hudock, Rory Tigue, 
Noah Ackley, Jordon Ross, Cheyanne Evans; back: Mary T. Sullivan, Sister Anne, Mia Herian, 
Emily Goodwin, Kristen Orshall, Elizabeth Sarta. !
Father Joseph Sammons, pastor Epiphany Parish, Sister Eileen Clinton, I.H.M.  principal 
Epiphany School and Bishop Francis X. DiLorenzo, Auxiliary Bishop Diocese of Scranton are 
shown with the original bell from the first Epiphany School. This was at the 60th anniversary of 
the school September 5, 1989. The bell is now a part of the school bell display encapsulated in 
front of Austin Snyder School. !
Graduates of Epiphany 2013 
Front row from left: Paco Rilloraza, Arpitha Pamula, and Kaeli Sutryk. Back row: Dane Stropko, Aiden Sharma, John Esposito and Katie Shenot. !

Confirmation 1906, boy 7th from left is William Mullaly 

!
The First Outing of the newly formed Knights of Columbus at Coldbrook, Wellsburg, NY 1916. The Men of the Epiphany formed a council on January 1, 1916. There were three ladies groups active in the parish at that time those being the Ladies Catholic Benevolent Association, The Daughters of Isabella who were founded to be an auxiliary for the Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Daughters of America. Eventually the Daughters of Isabella and the Catholic Daughters became on organization. The Daughters of Isabella were formed in Epiphany Parish in 1913 !

Epiphany Children who participated in the Holy Thursday Service in 1931 !
Eucharistic Congress May 24, 1935, Bishop O’Reilly surrounded by some of the 300 Priests 
that participated in the Congress in Howard Elmer Park !
John Hair driving Rt. Rev. C. A. McHugh, Vicar General and Bishop O’Reilly in the procession 
from Epiphany Church to Howard Elmer Park. !
Example of the original Station of the Cross !
Confirmation 1941 in the center are  
Father James Houlihan and Bishop William J. Hafey !
World War II Funeral 



!
Sent to military overseas during WWII !
Members of the Epiphany A. C. basketball team of the early 1940’s with their coach, Jake 
Brennan. This team played an average of 30 to 40 games a season traveling anywhere from 
Scranton to Corning to play. The three seated on the ground from l to r: Mike Cahill, Joe Cost 
and Gene Paluzzi, 2nd row from left: Sam Terpko, Vin Cost, Jud Evans, Walt Stadnick, Bob 
Crotty, and Dom Pace. Standing Coach Brennan, Renalto Taccolozzi, John Olisky, Lou 
Alexander, Pete Haluska and Assistant Pastor Father John Carroll. !
Knights of Columbus Committee selection Catholic Man of the Year 1960, left to right: Michael 
Skerpon, Gene Paluzzi, Al Micklitsch and Joseph Burkhart. !
Delores King, Deacon Jeff Tudgay, Chris McCarthy and Cathy Moliski serving Spaghetti in the 
old Church Hall kitchen. !

Epiphany School 
!

Epiphany Convent 

!
Re-dedication of Epiphany Church after Major updates August 19, 1971 Bishop J. Carroll McCormack, Celebrant. !
Centennial Mass Epiphany September 18, 1988 in the fore ground is Father Joseph 
Kopatz In the rear from left: Father Andrew Hvozdovic, Bishop James Timlin, and 
Father Joseph Sammons. !
The Centennial Banquet, from left: Father Andrew Hvozdovic. Father Joseph Sammons, 
Bishop James C. Timlin, Monsignor Jordon, Father Peter Menghini, seated in front of 
the head table, Father Thomas Sokolowski and Father Kopatz. !
Planning for St. Patrick’s Party 1989, Left to right: Margaret Nittinger, Father Joseph 
Sammons, Terry Brennan, Charles Nittinger, Henry Farley, Helen Shaw, Mary Lou 
Shearer-Brennan and Mary McCarthy Sabatura. !
Pat Reid presents a book containing the names of adorers and petitions to Bishop 
Joseph F. Martino at a special Mass celebrating the 12th anniversary of the Adoration 
Chapel in 2004. !
Celebrating Father Langan’s 50th Anniversary of Ordination at Epiphany School in 
2010, L to R: Father Michael Taragopula, Father Andrew Hvozdovic, Miss Theresa 
Langan, Father Vincent Langan, Elizabeth Kunkler and Sister Kathleen Kelly. !

Father Vincent Langan and Carmella “Molly” Cacchione  ( a lifelong member of Epiphany Parish) taking a moment to chat at Molly’s 100th Birthday Party at Epiphany School in June 2012 !



Father Andrew Hvozdovic and the First Holy Communion Class 2013 !
The interior of the church after Father Houlihan’s beautification project. 

!
Epiphany Rectory built in 1929 

!
Choir Loft Pews original to church of 1919 

!
!

Platinum Patrons!
In Memory of all the Irish, Italian and Eastern European’s who formed Epiphany Parish !In Memory of Marcus and Nicholas Chacona By wife & mother Ossie Chacona, and son Chris !In Memory of Charles and Pauline Haluska By daughter Jane !Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic, M. Div. Pastor, Epiphany Parish !Mr. & Mrs. Andrew J. Hvozdovic Wilkes-Barre, PA !Joe and Deb Landy !George and Madeline Opalenik East Smithfield, PA !Leonard & Carol Pientka Sayre, PA !Philip and Lucille Stremer Sayre, PA  !In Memory of George and Rosella Palipkonich Owczarski By their Children !In Honor of former Epiphany Church Choir Directors Helen Sudnick, Tom Brown, Joan Kuchta, John Ellis and Janet Noveske !Thanksgiving for Graces Received Ralph and Frances Saggiomo !In Memory of Leo P. and Evelyn K. Langan !Richard, Phyllis, Katherine and James Rynone !Yanuzzi Families South Waverly, PA !In Memory of Santa Ines and Jacinto Family By Carlos and Zenny !In Memory of Maria Rilloraza From husband Rick and sons, Paco and Matthew !John A. Kelly M.D. Mary Ann Kelly PhD. !!Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish Wyalusing, PA !Horn’s True Value Hardware Inc. Frederick and Catherine Horn Family !

!
!



Diamond Patrons!!!In Memory of Dr. John and Eileen Higgens By McCarthy and Wolf Families !Helmstetter and McCormick Families By Norman and Kathleen Helmstetter !!!!!!!Gold Patrons!!Deceased of Cochi And DeSisti Families !Thomas & Marie Farrell Family  !Rene & Marlin Grazul Sayre, PA !In Memory of Ciavardini, Onofre, McQueeney Families By Diane McQueeney !In Memory of William and Tressa Morris By daughters Patricia, Anne Marie, and Betty Jo !In Memory of Alexander and Josephine Petrolati By daughter Carol, husband Richard and children !In Memory of Pete, Peter George and Kathirose Lazzeri By Kristene, Richard and Peter Eller !In Memory of Edward and Helen Gorski By son Donald and Jean Gorski !In Memory of Michael and Emma Mastracchio By Children !In Memory of John M. Calveric By Gloria and Emma Calveric !In Memory of Joseph and Ellen Flynn !In Memory of Jack W. Hill By wife Elizabeth and children !In Memory of Carl and Elizabeth Collins By Cecelia, Edward and Thomas !Saints Peter and Paul Church Towanda, PA !!!!!!!!Silver Patrons !In Memory of Corinne R. White Beers By mother Judith, son Keaton, brothers Craig, Kevin, and Keith !In Memory of Joseph J. Hale By his loving family !In Memory of Joyce E. Hale By her loving family !Charles and Dolores Hammond Sayre, PA !John & Margene Nittinger !In Memory of John Olisky !In Memory of J. Francis and Lula Wilcox By daughter Tressa Wells 



!In Memory of Arnold and Phyllis Cochi By Judy !Many Blessings to the Catholic Community of the Epiphany  at this time of Special Celebration From Frank and Barbara Sudol, St. Francis Gifts !In Honor of Frank and Antoinette Altieri From your family !In Memory of Jacob and Lucy Laux By Marylou Champion, Debra Luchaco and Patricia Northrup !In Memory of Joe and Dorothy Yanuzzi By Joe and Cindy Yanuzzi !In Memory of Michael Ball By Wife Patricia !Sisters of I.H.M. Epiphany Convent !In Memory of Christina and Modestino Altieri Family Dominica and Nicholas Felicita Family !In Memory of Jay Hutchison By wife Pat and Family !!!!!!!!!!!!Bronze Patron!!Robert Gabriel & Janet Gabriel Turner !Legion of Mary, Spouse of the Holy Praesidium Meet every Tuesday 1pm Church Hall  !In Memory of Sarah E. Reid By Mom, Dad and Siblings !In Memory of Pauline B. Leonard and Paul T. Sammons By Marsha Zwierlein !In Memory of Stanley M. Maxim By wife JoAnne, Son Brian and wife Lynn !Walter and Maxine Ball Sayre, PA !In Memory of Hermina Alteri By husband Robert !In Memory of Edward J. Drabinski By wife Phyllis and children !The Bernard Collins Family By John !Ed and Donna Carolin !Walter and Shirley Kozier Sayre, PA !Eugene and Barbara Marrone !Marrone and Titi Family By sons and their families !Jackie and Steve Bowen Sayre, PA !In Memory of Richard Gay, Betty Torpy and Georgia Boughton !In Memory of Fred and Catherine Sweeney and Daughter Maureen A. Sweeney 



!Francis L. and Shirley A. McCarthy Gillett, PA !Robert and Deanna Thurston Milan, PA !
Assistant Pastors and Deacon 

!
Father Vincent Langan 

!
Father Andrew Hvozdovic 

!
Father Rick Fox and Angelina Bradley 

!
Father Vincent Dang 

!
Father Michael Tarigopula 

!
Nicole Uhl, Father Bryan Wright and Kathy Gillette 

!
Holy Ghost the Mother Church !Church of the Holy Ghost built in 1852 at 204 South Elmira Street in Athens. Founding pastor was Father Jeremiah Ahern pastor of SS. Peter and Paul in Towanda. At that time the Towanda pastor was responsible for all of the Catholics in Bradford County. This little church served the Roman Catholic Population of the “Valley” until the churches were built at South Waverly and Sayre. !
Saint Ann’s Bentley Creek, PA 

!
The first Saint John’s South Waverly, PA !

The second Saint John’s South Waverly, PA !
Saint Joseph’s Church and Rectory Athens, PA


